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Environment, Economy, Housing and Transport Board End of Year 

Report 

 

Purpose of report 

For information. 

 

Summary 

This report provides and overview of the work of the Environment Economy Housing and 

Transport (EEHT) Board in the period September 2020 to August 2021. It also looks forward 

to consider the areas of focus for the Board in the coming year. 

Recommendations: 
 
Members are asked to consider and comment on the achievements and forward look. 
 
Action: 
 
Action will be taken as required. 
 

 

 

 

Contact officer:  Eamon Lally 

Position:   Principal Policy Adviser 

Phone no:   0207 6643132 

Email:    eamon.lally@local.gov.uk 
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Environment, Economy, Housing and Transport Board - End of 

Year Report 

1. This year has been one of great challenge for the country as it has responded to the 
Covid19 pandemic. The LGA has been working hard to support councils in their work to 
help communities and businesses get through the crisis. While that has been the major 
focus for the LGA, the EEHT Board has still be able to address a range of other 
important issue, particularly as the government has pressed forward with its agenda on 
the environment and climate change, waste reforms and reforms to the planning system. 
The report provides an overview of the Board’s work this year and anticipates the 
agenda for 2021/22. 
 

2. Environment Bill – the normal parliamentary process has been delayed by Covid and 
the Environment Bill has finally reached the House of Lords. The LGA is supporting 
amendments to the nature and biodiversity section of the Bill including a requirement for 
Government to review the impact of new measures on councils. On nature and 
biodiversity, the LGA submitted evidence to a new Parliamentary Committee last year 
and Councill Philip Glanville gave evidence in October. 
 

3. Waste and recycling consultations – Defra published a second set of consultation 
papers on the new waste and resources strategy including plans for consistent 
collections of material for recycling. The Board debated the key points of the proposals in 
a special meeting and responded to the three major elements of the strategy as well as 
considering Defra’s waste prevention programme. 
 

4. A local path to net zero – this campaign highlights the significant role 
of councils in advancing the UK’s net zero ambitions and our offer to government. It 
contains information about the Summit and a range of videos and think pieces by 
councils and industry experts including RAC and Energy Systems Catapult. Activities are 
themed around the four COP26 goals of mitigation, adaptation, finance and 
collaboration. We will continue to develop the campaign in the run up to the UN COP26 
climate change conference in November. 
 

5. Climate Change Task Group – a new member task group was formed to lead the 
LGA’s engagement with national government in this significant year of the UK hosting 
the UN COP26 climate change conference. Councillor David Renard is a member of the 
task force, recent highlights have included discussions with Minister Eddie Hughes and 
COP26 Presidential Team Andrew Griffiths MP. 
 

6. COP26 – we have been engaging with national and international partners to secure a 
strong presence for local government at the COP 26 conference. The LGA’s applications 
to host events and activities at the conference are being considered by the Cabinet 
Office and we are expecting confirmation later in the Summer once decisions have been 
made about the format of the event.   

 

7. Low carbon infrastructure research – in response to a lack of recognition of councils 

in national strategies such as the Ten Point Plan and Energy White Paper, we 

commissioned WPI Economics to produce a robust and credible business case that sets 

out the economic, social and environmental benefits for investing in councils to deliver 

http://www.local.gov.uk/
mailto:info@local.gov.uk
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local low carbon infrastructure. The research will contribute to the development of a 

robust evidence base that strengthens our lobbying on climate change and a green 

economic recovery and, provide rich data to support our offer to Government. The 

results will be used to support our submission to the Government’s spending review later 

in the year. 

 

8. Green Finance Practical Guide: the LGA worked with Local Partnerships to develop a 

guide for councils to access ‘green finance’ for their green economic recovery and 

climate activity. Since its launch in December 2020, Government policy in relation to 

green finance has evolved, particularly in regard to the remit and role of the 

Infrastructure Bank and a number of sources of grant funding. The LGA is seeking to 

update the report and deliver another webinar. 

 

9. Renewable Energy Good Practice Guidance – in collaboration with Local 

Partnerships, we published Renewable Energy Good Practice Guidance which aims to 

help both members and officers of councils who are considering asset ownership to 

understand and manage the potential risks and benefits. Jo Wall from Local Partnerships 

presented some of the detail in the discussion paper at an EEHT Board in 2020. 

Economic Growth  

10. Local Economic Recovery Planning – With local government looking to play an active 

role in supporting local businesses with economic recovery from the pandemic, the LGA 

commissioned expert support to help councils with their efforts. A ‘playbook’ setting out 

key ingredients and steps for planning local economic recovery activity was published. 

This was accompanied by a EEHT board discussion and wider webinar. 
 

11. Dealing with Empty Shop Units – The pandemic has accelerated existing trends in 

how people shop and what they use their town centres and high streets for. This has 

resulted in increasing number of shop unit becoming vacant has retailers and hospitality 

businesses drawback from having a physical presence and many businesses have also 

closed. Councils are clearly concerned about the number of empty retail units which puts 

greater pressure on the future viability of remaining high street businesses and the 

vitality of the town centres. To help, the LGA produced a good practice guide and 

supporting webinar for councils.  
 

12. Understanding microbusinesses - Microbusinesses, those businesses that have nine 

or fewer employees, are a strong part of the overall economy in the UK forming 90 per 

cent of total enterprises in England. They are also very diverse in their make up, and 

similarly have very diverse needs and aspirations. Many local authorities have increased 

their engagement with smaller local business during the pandemic, in particular through 

the distribution of COVID business grants and other measures. Past economic 

downturns have shown the importance of microbusinesses for local economies and have 

helped with recovery. The LGA produced good practice advice for councils to help them 

improve the local support available to them.  

 

 

http://www.local.gov.uk/
mailto:info@local.gov.uk
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Housing, planning and homelessness  

13. Improving standards in the private rented sector – The LGA published a good 
practice guide which looks at the role of councils in improving the quality and standard of 
homes in the private rented sector. The guide includes a research report, a set of case 
studies and a toolkit and was supported by a webinar. 
 

14. Homelessness improvement support - The LGA has published a number of resources 
to support councils to address local homelessness and rough sleeping challenges. This 
includes: a joint guidance note on how voluntary sector organisations can seek to work 
strategically with councils to tackle local homelessness issues, as well as a briefing on 
the lessons learned for local authorities’ homelessness and rough sleeping services from 
the COVID-19 emergency response. A written guide and associated training resources 
for elected members to support them to effectively perform their role in shaping and 
scrutinising the local response to homelessness was also published. The LGA also 
facilitated a programme of 28 Delivery and Impact Panels involving 222 councils 
between. The panels provided a framework and process for groups of council lead 
officers to share and challenge learning and practice to help inform their on-going 
response.  A national report will be published that captures the overarching key themes 
and emerging learning from the panel discussions. 
 

15. Right to regenerate - The LGA responded to the Government’s ‘Right to regenerate’ 
consultation. In our response we made clear that any reforms need to ensure that 
councils can continue to take a strategic approach to re-use and release of assets that 
they own. We opposed proposals that would allow the Government to order sales of land 
where temporary uses cannot be identified for unused land which has an intended future 
use. We await the Government’s response to the consultation responses.  

 
16. Right to Buy - Following many years of LGA lobbying and intensive discussions with 

MHCLG and Treasury, the Government announced in March a series of right to buy 

reforms to give councils increased flexibilities to build more homes. This included: 

extending the time councils have to spend Right to Buy receipts from three to five years; 

an increased cap in the percentage cost of new homes councils can fund from Right to 

Buy receipts, raised from 30% to 40%; and allowing receipts to be used for shared 

ownership, First Homes, as well as affordable and social housing. Alongside this, the 

Government also introduced a cap on the use of Right to Buy receipts for acquisitions. 

We will be working closely with councils to monitor the impact of the reforms, including 

the acquisitions cap, on the delivery of new homes.  

 

17. Future Foundations council housing campaign – The Future Foundations campaign 

has been developed to highlight positive council housing stories. The online hub features 

case studies, podcasts, think pieces, and other resources for member councils. The 

campaign also covers planning and homelessness issues through topics such as the 

financial impact of building 100,000 council homes per year, how council housing can 

support people who are homeless into safe homes, and how councils can tackle their 

climate challenge and support community resilience by improving homes and places. 

The hub provides a one-stop shop for content that will be added to over time and used 

for future lobbying and housing campaigns. 

 

http://www.local.gov.uk/
mailto:info@local.gov.uk
https://www.local.gov.uk/improving-private-rented-sector#:~:text=Housing%20Quality%20Network%20(HQN)%20has,in%20the%20private%20rented%20sector.
https://www.local.gov.uk/improving-private-rented-sector#:~:text=Housing%20Quality%20Network%20(HQN)%20has,in%20the%20private%20rented%20sector.
https://www.homeless.org.uk/sites/default/files/site-attachments/Working%20Strategically%20with%20Local%20Authorities%20July2020.pdf
https://www.local.gov.uk/publications/lessons-learnt-councils-response-rough-sleeping-during-covid-19-pandemic
https://www.local.gov.uk/publications/councillors-guide-leading-homelessness-sector
https://www.local.gov.uk/parliament/briefings-and-responses/lga-submission-ministry-housing-communities-and-local-4
https://local.gov.uk/topics/housing-and-planning/future-foundations
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18. Social Housing White Paper – The White Paper proposes significant changes for the 

social housing sector. The LGA held a webinar to cover the implications for councils and 

their residents which explored how councils and the Regulator for Social Housing can 

work together effectively to achieve improved outcomes for local communities. The LGA 

is also working on the development of a new Housing Management Peer Challenge 

programme. This will enable councils to access independent external expertise within the 

sector to provide robust assurance and improvement for social housing management. 

 

19. Housing Advisers Programme – The 2020/21 programme awarded grants of up to 
£20,000 to 17 councils for projects ranging from delivery carbon neutral homes to 
redesigning homelessness prevention services to address the impacts of COVID-19. 

20. First Homes - The LGA and District Councils’ Network have organised two joint sessions 

with MHCLG and Homes England on First Homes. At the first session over 150 local 
authority officers learned about how First Homes schemes will operate and the homes 
will be delivered through the planning system, as well as how the 1,500 unit pathfinder 
programme will work. We supported a further roundtable discussion with MHCLG and 
Homes England with Chief Executives and Housing Directors on the scheme.   
 

21. Future Buildings and Homes Standards - The Government already supported a 
number of our recommendations in response to earlier Future Homes Standard 
consultation, including that local authorities should retain powers to set local energy 
efficiency standards, take a fabric first/whole house approach and shift to low carbon 
heating. The Future Buildings Standard built on the previous consultation, setting out 
energy and ventilation standards for non-domestic buildings, existing homes and 
includes proposals to mitigate against overheating in residential buildings. We welcomed 
the Government’s proposals for non-domestic and domestic standards that will support 
bringing all greenhouse gas emissions to net zero by 2050.  

 
22. Planning reforms – Last year the Government published the Planning for the Future 

White Paper  with proposals for long-term fundamental structural changes to England’s 

planning system. In our response we raised our concerns regarding a number of 

proposals such as diminished public engagement in a shortened Local Plan process, a 

new rules-based approach, and a new Infrastructure Levy. Alongside this, they also 

published Changes to the current planning system with proposals for more immediate 

amendments to existing processes, which we responded to. We have achieved two wins 

on the back of our lobbying – firstly the Government is retaining the standard method in 

its current form, so for the large majority of councils there will be no changes to the 

housing need number generated by the standard method. Secondly, the Government 

confirmed it would not be lifting the small sites threshold below developers do not need 

to contribute to affordable housing, to up to 40 or 50 units. We reiterated our concerns 

about the White Paper proposals in our evidence to the HCLG Committee’s inquiry on 

the Future of the Planning System in England. The Committee supported a number of 

our views including reconsidering the case for the three ‘areas’ proposal, the need to 

ensure communities are able to engage in the Local Plan process, and the need for 

more resourcing for planning departments for local planning authorities in advance of the 

Planning Bill. 

 

http://www.local.gov.uk/
mailto:info@local.gov.uk
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/the-charter-for-social-housing-residents-social-housing-white-paper
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https://www.local.gov.uk/parliament/briefings-and-responses/lga-submission-ministry-housing-communities-and-local-government
https://www.local.gov.uk/parliament/briefings-and-responses/lga-submission-ministry-housing-communities-and-local-government
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/the-future-buildings-standard
https://www.local.gov.uk/parliament/briefings-and-responses/lga-submission-ministry-housing-communities-and-local-6
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/changes-to-the-current-planning-system
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/changes-to-the-current-planning-system
https://www.local.gov.uk/parliament/briefings-and-responses/lga-submission-ministry-housing-communities-and-local-2
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/changes-to-the-current-planning-system
https://www.local.gov.uk/parliament/briefings-and-responses/lga-submission-ministry-housing-communities-and-local-2
https://committees.parliament.uk/work/634/the-future-of-the-planning-system-in-england/
https://committees.parliament.uk/work/634/the-future-of-the-planning-system-in-england/
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23. Other planning consultations and inquiries - The Government sought views on draft 

revisions to the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) and draft National Model 

Design Code (NMDC) as part of the planning reforms. We responded that whilst we 

support an increased focus on design, we continue to have concerns that fast-tracking 

development deemed ‘beautiful’ may not lead to quality homes and places communities. 

The Government also sought views on extending Permitted Development Rights (PDR) 

to allow premises in the new Commercial, Business and Service use class (E use class),  

and a new PDR and a faster planning application process for the extension of public 

service developments. We responded that the proposals undermine councils’ ability to 

make decisions that reflect local need and could undermine councils’ plans for local 

recovery. We reiterated these concerns in our evidence to the HCLG Committee’s 

inquiry into the Government’s proposals to extend PDR.  
 

24. Supporting councils during COVID-19 - Last year to support councils in their recovery 

from COVID-19 we developed two post-pandemic recovery packages and held two 

webinars. In June we published a council housing stimulus package that included a 

range of policy and fiscal interventions that would have a positive impact in stimulating 

an increase in the supply of council housing. In July we published a planning package 

setting out how Government can support councils by giving them the tools and powers 

required to deliver the safe, high quality homes and infrastructure their communities 

need. This was part of LGA’s Keep Planning Local campaign.  We also held a webinar 

with the Planning Advisory Service on Planning: Development Management about how 

councils continued to accept, consider and make decisions on planning applications 

during the COVID-19 period.  We held a further webinar on housing delivery, which 

focused on how councils, as leaders of place and, the development industry can start 

building again as the housing market begins to restart following COVID-19.  

Transport  

25. Cycling and walking – as part of its overall commitment to more sustainable forms 

of transport, the Government committed £250 million from an overall commitment 

during this parliament of £2 billion, to support cycling and walking. This included an 

initial tranche of funding to councils to support the installation of temporary projects 

during the COVID-19 pandemic and a second tranche to supports the creation of 

longer-term projects, such as low traffic neighbourhoods. Alongside the funding the 

Government published a new vision and strategy for supporting more cycling and 

walking under. Gear Change introduced proposals for a new funding body and 

inspectorate, Active Travel England (ATE), that will also be a source of expert 

support in scheme design. The funding for new schemes will also be accompanied 

by revenue funding to all areas. The LGA has long called for support to all areas to 

promote cycling and walking and additional expertise via the ATE should help 

councils in delivering new schemes more effectively. 

26. The LGA also commissioned the University of Westminster to undertake independent 

research and identify lessons learned from early low traffic neighbourhood schemes, 

with a focus on community engagement, given the often controversial nature of local 

schemes. The work was presented at a LGA-led webinar.  

http://www.local.gov.uk/
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https://www.local.gov.uk/keep-planning-local
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/904146/gear-change-a-bold-vision-for-cycling-and-walking.pdf
https://www.local.gov.uk/publications/stakeholder-engagement-emergency-lessons-low-traffic-neighbourhoods
https://www.local.gov.uk/publications/stakeholder-engagement-emergency-lessons-low-traffic-neighbourhoods
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27. Buses – the COVID pandemic saw a large drop in demand for public transport, 

including buses as a result of national social distancing rules. LGA officers worked 

with the Government and practitioners on the provision of bus services during the 

pandemic and in shaping the emergency and recovery support packages. The work 

we commissioned Systra on the future of bus services helped to inform our lobbying 

on the National Bus Strategy (NBS), which also came with a commitment of £3 billion 

to support local bus networks.  A joint briefing session with DfT was held on the NBS, 

which was led by Baroness Vere, the buses minister.  

28. Enforcement of Moving Traffic Offences – following many years of campaigning 

by the LGA to bring all council areas in line with the London, the Government 

committed to fully implementing Part 6 of the Traffic Management Act 2004. This 

commitment came in the Gear Change (the Government cycling and walking 

strategy) and also reconfirmed in the NBS. The power will enable councils to enforce 

against moving traffic contraventions such as banned turns, encroachment on to 

cycle lanes, yellow box junctions and weight restricted roads and is likely to come 

into force in December 2021. Councils will need to apply for powers from the 

Secretary of State for Transport. 

29. Pavement parking – the LGA had previously campaigned for pavement parking 

rules to be brought into line with London, which is in effect a default ban. The 

Government agreed that clear access to pavements was a serious issue and 

consulted on options for change. We are awaiting the Government’s response to 

consultation.  

30. Decarbonisation of transport – Following large parts of local government declaring 

a climate emergency the LGA undertook further work on the decarbonisation of 

transport, given that transport is the largest source of greenhouse emissions in the 

UK. This work was undertaken by experts from the University of Leeds and 

culminated in the production of 7 policy briefs for councils, each accompanied by a 

webinar. There have been over 2000 downloads and over 1000 people from councils 

participated in the webinars. The LGA also fed into the Government’s thinking on the 

Transport Decarbonisation Plan which was expected to be published late spring this 

year.  

31. EV charging infrastructure – With the Government announcing that it will ban the 

sales of new petrol and diesel cars by 2030 (and hybrids by 2035) there will be 

growing demand for EV charge points. Many councils, but not all, want to play an 

active role in promoting local networks of charge points, in particular to enable 

access for people who do not have off-street car parking. To help the LGA’s 

understanding of councils’ ambitions and roles a discussion took place in May at the 

EEHT Board led by Local Partnerships. Subsequent roundtables have been held with 

councils and findings will be made available later in July via webinar and published 

report. The findings will be used to inform national policy and resources, including the 

work of OZEV. 

32. Parking – Since the beginning of the pandemic the LGA has worked closely with the 

British Parking Association and London Councils on good practice parking 

operational advice for councils. In parallel, and during the initial stages of the 

http://www.local.gov.uk/
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pandemic, the LGA made a voluntary agreement with the Government to provide 

critical health workers and volunteers with free parking as they dealt with the national 

emergency. Subsequently, the Government issued a free parking pass for those 

eligible. Whilst this agreement operated fine when traffic levels were low, it became 

problematical for councils as traffic levels reverted back to normal. With the roadmap 

to full reopening in sight, the LGA successfully worked with MHCLG to pull back from 

the voluntary agreement to full local control.   

 

Looking forward 

33. A draft work programme for 2021/22 will be presented at the Board’s September 

meeting. A number of factors will be taken into account in proposing the future work 

programme. These will include the LGA’s overarching business plan; the ongoing work 

that the Board is engaged in; and the Governments policy and legislative agenda. 

 

34. The LGA’s current business plan runs to 2022. It contains a range of priorities including 

that:  

 

34.1. Councils lead the way in driving inclusive and sustainable recovery, building the 

homes that people need and creating places where they want to live. 

 

34.2. Councils take the lead in driving urgent actions in their local areas to combat the 

negative impacts of climate change and to deliver zero net carbon by 2050. 

 

34.3. Councils lead and work with diverse communities and partners to address 

inequalities and build safe, cohesive and resilient communities. 

 

35. Much of the government’s domestic policy and legislative agenda is in areas that come 

under the remit of the EEHT board: 

35.1. The Environment Bill is making its way through the various parliamentary stages 

and it will be important for the Board to continue to seek to influence the content of 

the Bill, but also to work with government on practical elements of delivery 

including the determination of new burdens arising from the measures in the Bill. 

 

35.2. Waste reforms are a significant sub-set of the Environment Bill. The Board 

continues to Lobby for amendments to the Bill and has submitted responses to 

consultation son the details of the reforms. This work will need to continue into 

next year and will include more work with councils on implementation as the 

reforms are finalised.  

 

35.3. The planning reforms will continue with the publication of a Planning Bill in the 

Autumn. The Board has worked to make the case for local democracy in planning 

and the capacity for councils to shape their places in partnership with their local 

communities. It will be important for the Board’s work on the reforms to continue 

into next year. 
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35.4. Building safety is a key area for the Board as policy and legislative changes have 

come forward following the Grenfell tragedy. The Government has brought 

forward the Fire Safety Bill and the Building Safety Bill, which will have its 

second reading on 21 July. This continues to be a very important area of policy for 

councils and is an area of work that will be ongoing.  

 

36. Housing remains a big priority for communities, councils and the Government. Council 

housebuilding can play a critical role in supporting efforts to tackle the national housing 

crisis and in doing so support economic recovery. But councils housing revenue 

accounts are under financial pressures from building safety remediation, as well as those 

arising from a potential updated Decent Homes Standard and the housing 

decarbonisation agenda. There have been recent successes in our lobbying work on 

Right to Buy reforms and these provide a platform for further engagement with 

government.  

  

37. Homelessness: The ‘Everyone In’ initiative has been a huge collective achievement, but 

significant challenges remain. For example, there are increasing concerns from councils 

about the potential for increased levels of homelessness and rough sleeping now that 

the ban on bailiff-enforced evictions has been lifted and looking ahead to when other 

support mechanisms e.g. furlough, come to an end. There is also continuing concern 

about long-term funding and sustainability of services.  The Kerslake Commission on 

Homelessness and Rough Sleeping will report later this year and will draw on the 

experiences of the pandemic to make recommendations on policy changes and what 

needs to be embedded for the future. This is an area where sector leadership will 

continue to be important. 

 

38. Climate change is now a top priority for communities, councils and Government. The 

LGA has established a Climate Change Task Group, but it will be important for the Board 

to continue to have oversight, but also to address the practical aspects of meeting net 

zero targets and adapting to the climate change that is already baked-in. this work will 

encompass decarbonisation of transport and the technologies and policy developments 

required to support this, housing decarbonisation, and also aspects such as biodiversity 

and driving behaviour change.  

 

39. Economic recovery will in part depend on the jobs that will be created from the 

adoption of new green technologies. But there is also substantial work that councils will 

need to do to support the transformation of their town and city centres, through housing 

and the siting of civic amenities as well as continuing support for local businesses.  

 

40. Transport: functioning and viable public transport is essential to economic recovery and 

work will continue on the implementation of the Government’s bus strategy. We are likely 

to see substantial modal shifts in coming years and councils will need to be supported to 

make some difficult decisions about the sharing of finite road space. Councils will need 

access to long-term funding, clarity on their role and expert advice.  

 

41.  Equalities and diversity: the Board will have an opportunity to continue its efforts to 

ensure that equalities and diversity are taken into account in all of its policy work. 
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Implications for Wales 

42. We will continue to work with the Welsh LGA to share good practice and information. 

 

Financial Implications 

43. There are no immediate financial implications 

 

Next steps 

44. This report will form the basis for the Board’s end of year report to the Leadership Board. 

  

45. A draft work programme for 2021/22 will be brought to the Board in September and this 

will reflect any comments made by Members on 20 July.   
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